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Recent Smart Home Awards

Designated “Chicago’s Greenest Home” through 
the City of Chicago’s Green Homes Program.

The Conservation and Native Landscaping 
Award by the EPA and Chicago Wilderness.

Chicago Environmental Hall of Fame, 
Green Homes Field, LEED Category by the 
Environmental Hall of Fame.

First public exhibition home built 
according to Health House® (American 
Lung Association) standards for healthier 
indoor environments.

Chicago Social (CS) Interiors named the 
Smart Home as “best public display by local 
design” in its Winter 2009 “All-Access Fab” 
design special.

2009 California Home + Design Award for 
Eco-Friendly Architecture.

Smart Home’s vegetable garden won fi rst 
place in Mayor Daley’s 2009 Landscape 
Award for City Wide Public Institution.

Dear Friends,

The Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago opened its doors in 1933.  That 

same year, Chicago hosted a spectacular celebration of human innovation:  

The Century of Progress World’s Fair.  I read about one exhibit from that fair 

that has always fascinated me.  The “Homes of Tomorrow” display unveiled 

visionary building methods and technologies like prefabricated homes and 

solar-powered heating.  

Today, green practices lead modern industry.  It is our ongoing mission to 

provide our guests with information about these practices and relevant, 

hands-on experiences.  Students build model fuel cell cars in Museum learning 

labs, and teachers learn how to present alternative energy content in their 

classrooms.  As a tribute to environmentally aware science education, it seems 

only fi tting to showcase scientifi c and industrial innovations, new materials and 

technologies shaping the homes of our future.

When we decided to showcase the future of eco-friendly architecture, only a 

real home demonstrating the cutting-edge in green technology and sustain-

able materials would do!  We contacted architect Michelle Kaufmann, one 

of the country’s most innovative designers of sustainable green homes, and 

All-American Homes®, an industry leader in superior modular home construc-

tion, and we knew we had the blueprint for an extraordinary exhibit experience:  

a real, fully functioning eco-home right here at the Museum.

Since its opening in 2008, we have been honored to host more than 200,000 

guests in the 2,500-square-foot Smart Home: Green + Wired exhibition, 

featuring recycled and renewed materials and the latest in smart technology 

and energy effi ciency.  This year, the Smart Home highlights new green stories 

and innovative home technologies, products and furniture.  You’re invited to 

tour the three-story home and journey through the Smart Home Park, which 

offers techniques for urban gardening, including water features and raised bed 

gardening.

Welcome to Chicago’s Greenest Home; Welcome to living green and living smart. 

David R. Mosena
President and CEO
Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago

(773) 684-1414(773) 684-1414
www.msichicago.orgwww.msichicago.org
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All American Homes® is an 
expert and industry leader in 
residential and commercial 
modular (systems-built) 
construction. 
When a home is built on site, architects, 
contractors and builders must contend 
with delays because of weather, and 
wasted materials, among other obstacles.  
Realizing that pre-built components 
made construction more effi cient and 
affordable, pioneers in the home-building 
industry followed the precedent of the 
automotive industry.  Homes built in 
factories instead of on site save time, 
energy and materials.  

What is a modular home?  
A modular home is comprised of complex 
“modules,” built off-site in a climate-
controlled environment.  These highly 

The House that All 
American Homes® Built

pre-fabulouspre-fabulouspre-fabulouspre-fabulous
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engineered components are built in a 
factory and transported to the building 
site where they are set onto a permanent 
foundation.  Like traditional homes, 
modular homes must pass the same 
code requirements.  Modular homes 
can be fully customized to meet the 
homeowner’s preferences and needs.

Why choose prefab over site built?
•   Typical on-site construction jobs do 

not have provisions for materials 
storage and most materials have to 
be cut to length in the fi eld, so “cut 
offs” are often trashed.  Modular, 
factory construction saves time 
and materials.  Wood is delivered 
pre-cut for many components and 
computerized saws do the rest. 
Cut offs from framing are used for 
blocking or to heat the factory or 
employees’ homes. Drywall, wiring, 
sawdust, vinyl and other scraps are 
also collected and recycled. 

•   A home can be completed in several 
weeks in the factory, and fi nished 
on site in three-to-eight weeks. A 
site-built home of similar size could 
take four months or longer.

•   Modular homes are constructed 
from the inside out.  That means 
electricians and plumbers have easy 
access into the walls during 
construction.

•   Homes built in the factory are not 
subject to Mother Nature’s whims.  
Production continues despite snow, 
rain, sleet and heat.  

1.  In the summer of 2007, Michelle 
Kaufmann works with the Museum to 
discuss design. 

2.  Kaufmann and the Museum work to 
integrate the home into the Museum site. 

3.  During January 2008, the Smart 
Home is constructed in the All 
American Homes® factory from the 
inside out, with reviews by inspectors 
following every step. From beginning 
to end, the project is designed and 
built to meet local building codes, with 
the most stringent requirements.

4.  Floors and walls are assembled 
on large assembly lines inside the All 
American Homes factory.

5.  Utilities are roughed into the fl oor 
and wall components and gypsum 
board is affi xed to the structure.

6.  Electrical and heating, ventilation 
and air conditioning systems begin.

7.  The roof, which has been construct-
ed at the same time in another part of 
the factory, is set on top of the walls. 

8. Exterior sheathing is installed, and 
exterior cladding installation begins.

9.  Interior fi nishes (plumbing fi xtures, 
lighting, appliances, countertops, etc.) 
are installed.

10.  March 3, 2008, Smart Home begins 
its journey from the All American 
Homes factory to the Museum on 
fl atbed trucks.

11.  The Parallel Construction™ 
process (building the home simulta-
neously with the foundation) allows 
Smart Home to be built while the 
contractors excavate and pour the 
foundation on the site.

12.  March 4, 2008, Smart Home arrives 
at the Museum.  A 250-ton crane lifts 
modular components from the trucks to 
the foundation using heavy-duty cables, 
steel straps and very careful coordination!

13.  Once they are in place, the 
modular units are bolted down and the 
“button up” work begins.  

14.  The “marriage walls” (the area 
where the modular units come togeth-
er) tie the whole home together, but 
disappear once the home is complete.  

15.  Utilities are connected between 
each module and to the various 
services on the site.

16.  Norcon, Inc. completes site work 
and fi nal construction.

17.  April 22, 2008, landscaping 
installation begins.

18.  3G Applied Technologies installs 
home automation system.

19.  May 2009, wind turbine installation 
occurs.

20. Smart Home welcomes more than 
200,000 guests since May 2008.

The Building of Smart Home 
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Michelle Kaufmann, architect 
of the Smart Home, identifi ed 
fi ve key principles that guide 
decisions regarding the home’s 
design, construction and day-to-
day operation.  These ideals, 
incorporated throughout the 
home, demonstrate sustain-
ability and environmental 
conscientiousness in action:

1.  Smart Design.  
Our Smart Home was designed to 
“let the green in.” The home was 

built to human scale, using only what is 
needed, but remaining open and 
airy.  High ceilings, warm materials, 
clean lines and abundant light and 
breezes make the home feel even more 
spacious.  A full-home, automated 
smart  technology system enables 
homeowners to control heat, window 
coverings, lighting, security sensors and 
cameras, as well as track electricity, gas 
and water consumption in real-time.

2.  Material Effi ciency.
Faster.  Cleaner.  More precise.  
The Museum’s Smart Home was 

prefabricated, built in modules off-
site.  Crafted in a controlled indoor 
environment, the construction timeline was 

shortened and less energy and 
fewer resources were used versus the con-
struction of a traditional home.  Materials 
used are renewable or recycled:  bamboo 
fl ooring, Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
certifi ed wood and recycled glass tiles are 
a few of the low-impact choices.

3.  Energy Effi ciency.  
High tech.  Low impact.  Throughout 
the home, materials and technology 

help save energy.  The green roof helps 
cool in the summer, insulate in the 
winter, absorb rainwater and minimize 
runoff.  Huge windows, sliding doors and 
sunshades help light, heat and cool the 
house. Solar rooftop panels and a wind 
turbine generate much of the home’s 
electricity.  ENERGY STAR appliances 
and an array of energy-effi cient 
technologies help as well.

4.  Water Effi ciency.  
Water is the Earth’s most precious 
resource, yet in traditional homes, more 

than one-quarter of drinking water is used to 
fl ush toilets!  Smart Home features an 
array of water-effi cient technologies and 
appliances, such as low-fl ow shower heads 
and dual-fl ush toilets that generally use less 
than a gallon of water each fl ush.  Rainwater 
and “grey water” (rinse water from the 
clothes washer, shower, etc.) are used in 
toilets and to water outdoor landscapes.

5.  Healthy Environment. 
Healthy homes are happy homes.  
Michelle Kauffman seeks to create 

healthy environments by using non-toxic 
materials:  no- or low-volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) paints; air fi ltration 
and purifi cation systems; and spray-in 
foam insulation, which is more effective 
than fi berglass batting and minimizes 
mold.  A healthy environment continues 
outside the home with water recycling 
systems to hydrate plants, native plants 
that are better adapted to climate 
conditions, permeable paving materials 
and more.

fi ve eco-principles

Michelle KaufmannArchitect of the Smart Homewww.michellekaufmann.com
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Treecycling
One historic tree fi nds new purpose in the Smart Home

After being knocked down in a 2009 summer storm, a tree that had provided 
shade to Museum guests for generations has found new life inside the Smart 
Home: Green + Wired exhibit.
 
The tree—a bur oak (Quercus macrocarpa)—was part of a grove of trees, located in 
the Smart Home garden, that predated the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition. 

The bur oak was weakened by trunk-base rot, which is common in many oak 
trees. During the 2009 summer storm micro burst, the tree twisted and broke.  

In the spirit of the Smart Home’s mission, the historic tree was made into several 
pieces of furniture on display in the exhibit. Chicago furniture designer Keelin 
Kennedy created the dining room table using concrete and the bur oak’s wood; 
and Chicago artist Terry Karpowicz made a headboard, coffee table and three 
side tables. A cross section of the tree, displayed in the garage, offers a unique 
timeline curated by City of Chicago Cultural Historian Tim Samuelson: The tree’s 
rings correlate with snapshots of Chicago history.

“There’s growing interest in using urban lumber, which means trees in urban 
forests that come down because of disease, construction or Mother Nature,” 
said Bruce Horigan, co-owner of Horigan Urban Forest Products, Inc., which 
milled the tree into boards. “It’s sustainable, and you can get furniture, cabinets 
or other items custom made.”

A small bur oak was planted, on Earth Day, to replace the fallen tree in order to 
keep the species of the historic grove intact. 

According to the Chicago Green 
Homes program, Smart Home: Green 
+ Wired is “Chicago’s Greenest Home”!  
This notable designation is a result of 
a comprehensive review of the home’s 
construction plans, materials and 
design in relation to the City of 
Chicago’s Green Building Standards.  
 
The City of Chicago Green Homes 
Program encourages residential 
builders, developers and homeowners 

to use technologies, products and 
practices that provide greater energy 
effi ciency, healthier indoor air, reduce 
water usage, preserve natural 
resources, improve durability and 
reduce maintenance, waste and 
pollution.  

Smart Home achieved 530 points, the 
highest rating of any home currently 
participating in the program!  

Smart Home … Chicago’s Greenest Home!Smart Home

Chicago Green Homes is a program sponsored by the Chicago Department of the Environment and the 
Chicago Department of Buildings to promote sustainable green design and residential construction. Visit 
www.cityofchicago.org/environment  (click on Chicago Green Homes icon).
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save energysave energy

The Museum’s Smart Home is almost 
twice as energy effi cient as an ENERGY 
STAR® home. Smart Home residents could 
spend that extra green on a wardrobe full 
of vintage clothing, a lifetime supply of 
CFL bulbs, or a table made from FSC-
certifi ed wood—the possibilities 
are endless. It’s good to be green!

How does Smart Home manage to be so 
effi cient? Every decision in the building’s 
design and construction was made with 
energy effi ciency in mind. 

The energy-effi cient thinking behind 
Smart Home can easily translate to your 
home, and these tips are a simple 
way to start:
•  Snuggle in a sweater or blanket before 

hiking up the heat, and in the summer, 
install window fans instead of cranking 
the AC.

•  Install a low-fl ow shower head or a 
dual-fl ush toilet. 

•  Use leftover water from your drinking 
glass, pet bowl, or cooking pot to 
hydrate house and garden plants. 

•  Unplug the chargers for cell phones, 
portable music players, or other portable 
devices after they are recharged.

•  When it’s time to purchase new 
appliances, make sure they’re energy-
effi cient models. 

•  Turn off the lights when you leave an 
empty room. 

•  Reverse the rotation of ceiling fan 
blades. During the winter, blades should 
spin so the warm air that has risen can 
be redistributed around the room.

Go Green, Save Green!

ComEd offers customers many options to help shrink their bills—and their 
carbon footprints!
•  Sign up for ComEd’s Appliance Recycling program. Old fridge in the garage 

or basement? Get paid $25 to have it picked up. ComEd will even ensure it’s 
recycled in an environmentally-responsible way.

•  Use ComEd’s Home Energy Analysis Tool for customized energy-saving tips for your home.

•  Visit www.ComEd.com for more details about the programs mentioned above and 
to learn more tips, tricks, and tools to help go green and save green.

Powered by the Windy City

On the southeast corner of the Smart 
Home, standing among the spruce trees, is 
a Skystream turbine that harnesses one of 
nature’s most powerful forces—wind—and 
turns it into electric energy for the home.
 
A wind turbine works in tandem with 
the local electric utility to power a 
home.  When the wind isn’t blowing, 
the utility—or other alternative energy 
sources in the home—will supply the 
electricity.  But when it’s windy out, 
the turbine provides clean, quiet 
electricity.  And if you live in a windy 
city like Chicago, your turbine may 
generate more electricity than needed.  
In this case, the home’s electric meter 
may spin backwards, which means 
the homeowner is essentially selling 
electricity back to the utility company.  

Gift of: Southwest Windpower | 
www.skystreamenergy.com
 

 

Powered by the Sun

Atop Smart Home’s roof is the 
newest in solar energy technol-
ogy:  photovoltaic (PV) fi lm.  This 
material absorbs the sun’s power, 
transforming it into usable energy:  
enough to power the majority of the  
2,500 square-foot Smart Home.  Thin 
photovoltaic fi lm provides maximum 
solar-charged electricity production 
(15-20 percent more effi cient than 
traditional solar panels); is tolerant 
of shade; and is easy to install, even 
on sloped and curved roofs.  What’s 
more, when the home is not using 
the PV system, energy is sent back 
to the Museum’s main grid to be 
used throughout the building. 

Uni-Solar | www.uni-solar.com

Powered by the Sun

ComEd offers customers many options to help shrink their bills—and their 

www.skystreamenergy.com
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get wired

For the third year, WIRED has served 
as the technology and automation 
advisor for the Smart Home, helping 
to track down the most useful 
energy-effi cient products available.  
In a marketplace fi lled with a 
bewildering number of electronic 
devices, the award-winning 
magazine and Web site consistently 
provide clarity on the best ideas for 
your home.  The Smart Home is a 
chance for WIRED to show off their 
recommendations live.  

The latest household objects employ 
smarts built inside for extraordinary 

effi ciency.  When you walk in at the end of 
your day, the kitchen countertop charges 
your mobile devices wirelessly, using 
a hidden capability called eCoupled.  
The same surface can power a kitchen 
appliance without pesky cords.  Meanwhile, 
a robotic lawnmower from Husqvarna 
(pictured) monitors its own battery while 
cutting the grass.  Even the Nix digital 
photo frame turns off when it doesn’t sense 
the motion of a human being.  

In a connected home, gadgets should 
be both responsive and responsible.  To 
keep your kitchen herbs growing strong, 
the Power Plant windowsill planter 
uses a small amount of electricity to 
pump water and nutrients to the roots.  
The internet-ready FitBit exercise 
tracker helps you stay active, while an 
unassuming looking scale from Withings 
in the bathroom sends your weight 
wirelessly to a PC each day. (And if 
you’re adventurous enough to step onto 
it in the home, it anonymously posts your 
weight to the Museum’s Smart Home 
Web site.)  

You don’t have to give up great design to 
go green.  The air purifi er from Rabbit Air 
(pictured) looks like a piece of expensive 
home theater equipment, yet scrubs the 
indoor atmosphere with a minimum of 
watts.  In the home offi ce, the Koncept 
IceLight (pictured) uses only nine watts 
of electricity to power its advanced, high-

brightness LED bulbs.  On the walls, the 
Smart Home showcases customizable art 
from DNA11 that features your genetics 
as artwork on canvas. Out in the garage, 
the Trek Belleville Bike is designed front-
to-back to lessen manufacturing impact 
and be recyclable at the end of its life..

WIRED is pleased to showcase the 
engineering, design, and eco-preneurism 
in tools that challenge convention and 
give us ideas on how to make our homes 
easier, more environmentally friendly, 
and “smarter.”  

For the third year, WIRED has served 

cutting the grass.  Even the 
photo frame turns off when it doesn’t sense 
the motion of a human being.  

In a connected home, gadgets should 
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the 
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The internet-ready 
tracker helps you stay active, while an 
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Subscribe to WIRED for 

just $10 – less than $1 

per issue.

Visit 

www.wired.com/subscribe 

or call 1-800-SO-WIRED
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Windows, Doors and Skylights | Designer 
Series and motorized skylights | Gift of: Pella 
Windows and Doors, Inc. | www.pella.com | 
Energy-effi cient window and motorized skylight 
placement optimizes, natural lighting and 
ventilation for the home, minimizing the need 
for artifi cial light and air conditioning. Dual-
panel, Low-E glass can save 10 to 25 percent of 
heating and air conditioning from leaking.

Home Automation System | Life|controller 
| Gift of: 3G Applied Technologies (hardware) 
Exceptional Innovation (software) | 
www.life-ware.com | Simplifi es automated 
control of lighting, window coverings, heating, 
air conditioning, audio and security—saving 
homeowners energy and money.

Home Automation Install and Integration | Gift 
of: 3G Applied Technologies | www.3Gappsonline.
com. | Call 1-877-851-0297 to inquire about 
starting your own Smart Home today.

Global Cache Network Adaptor | Gift of: 
Smarthome | www.smarthome.com | Control 
Infrared- , Serial- , and contact closure-
controllable devices over an IP network or from 
anywhere in the world via the Internet.

INSTEON Wireless Motion / Occupancy 
Sensors | Gift of: Smarthome | www.smart-
home.com | Wireless INSTEON Motion Sensor 
detects both motion and light, controlling any 
home system.

INSTEON Access Point and PowerLinc 
Controller | Gift of: Smarthome | 
www.smarthome.com  | Ensures reliable 
INSTEON communication in addition to bridging 
power line INSTEON communication with RF. 
The INSTEON Power Link Controller provides 
two-way INSTEON communication to a PC or 
stand-alone home automation controller.

All-digital, High-defi nition Touch Panel | 
Life|point 8.9 | Gift of: 3G Applied Technologies  
| www.life-ware.com | Control lighting, audio, 
climate, cameras, provides security systems 
and instant access to digital entertainment.

NuVo Multi-room Audio System | Essentia 
E6G and NV-M3 | Gift of: NuVo | www.
nuvotechnologies.com | ENERGY STAR® 
compliant with unprecedented energy effi ciency.

In-ceiling Speakers (part of Kevlar™ 
series) | Gift of: Jamo | www.jamo.com | 
All products are RoHS (restriction of hazardous 
substances)-compliant, designed to help 
eliminate the disposal of electronics.  
Recyclables are used whenever possible 
in components and packaging.

Recessed LED Light Fixtures | Gift of: 
Progress® Lighting | www.progresslighting.
com| Energy-effi cient LED which can last 
30,000 to 50,000 hours, as compared to 
incandescent bulbs’ 800 to 1,000.

Lighting Control | Lutron HomeWorks | 
Gift of: Lutron Electronics Co., Inc. | 
www.lutron.com/HomeWorks  | Provides 
convenient control of the home’s lighting.

Interior Paint (pictured) | Benjamin Moore 
Natura™ Paint | Gift of: Benjamin Moore | 
www.benjaminmoore.com/natura | Zero VOC 
premium paint available in thousands of colors 
and exceeds LEED and Green Seal GS-11 
standards.

Heated Radiant Subfl oor |  Gift of: Warmboard 
Inc. | www.warmboard.com | The high-
conductivity of Warmboard leads to lower 
water temperatures and heats the room from 
the fl oor up; both lead to greater energy 
effi ciency. 

Join us on a tour of the Smart Home. Highlighted are some of the 
products, materials, furnishings, appliances and technologies that 
made the exhibit possible. For additional products and resources 
visit www.msichicago.org/smarthome. Welcome home.

PRODUCTS THROUGHOUT SMART HOME

exhibit tour
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Thaw-Pak Radiant Floor System, 
including system engineering, tubing, 
manifolds and pump control station | 
Gift of: Performance Engineering Group, Inc. | 
www.performanceengineering.com | Radiant 
fl oor system installed into subfl oor.

Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning | 
QuietAir High Velocity Air Handler and 
Insulated Duct | Gift of: z Comfort Pro Systems 
| www.comfortprosystems.com | These 
systems use narrower ducts than traditional 
forced-air systems, which makes the air fl ow 
from vents faster and thus heats or cools a 
room in less time.

Home Insulation | Spray-in place formula | 
Gift of: the Icynene Insulation System® | 
www.icynene.com | Reduces energy 
consumption by up to 50 percent, does not 
off-gas and eliminates or reduces other 
construction materials.  Minimizes mold, 
exceeds the American Lung Association 
criteria for a healthy home.

Stair Railing | Cable rail™ | Gift of: 
Feeney Architectural Products | 
www.feeneyarchitectural.com, 
www.cablerail.com

Roof Sheathing | Gift of: Barrier Technology 
Company | www.intlbarrier.com

Roof Membrane | Gift of: MuleHide | 
www.mulehide.com | Light colored membranes 
refl ect sunlight and cool building interior for 
energy savings. 

Exterior Wrap | WallShield® | Gift of: Vapro 
Shield | www.vaproshield.com | The most 
weather-resistant rain screen on the market, 
which makes it best for reducing the risk of 
mold, mildew and rot.

Exterior Wood Siding | Gift of: Iron Woods | 
www.ironwoods.com | FSC-certifi ed Ipê | 
Ipê wood is long-lasting and requires  minimal 
maintenance.

Exterior Cement Siding | Cembonit Fiber 
Cement Panel Rainscreen | Sand with fl int 
accents | Gift of:  Cembonit | www.cbf11.com 
| Cement is a “green” material, plus the color 
is integrated into the material, rather than 
needing paint applied (long-lasting and
low-maintenance).

Gypsum Board | Gift of: Georgia-Pacifi c | 
www.gp.com | Low-VOC joint compound.

Mortar, Grout, Wood Adhesive | Gift of: MAPEI 
Corporation | www.MAIPEI.com/US | Most 
products are manufactured within 500 miles with 
LEED-compliant ratings for recycled content.

Fire Protection Sprinkler System | Gift of: 
Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board 
| www.homefi resprinkler.org | Installed by: 
Great Lakes Plumbing and Heating.

InterfaceFLOR Carpet Tiles | Viva Colores: 
Verde Botella, Verde Primavera, Prado 
InterfaceFLOR Tiles | Gift of: InterfaceFLOR 
| www.interfaceFLOR.com | Uses non-
offgassing, recycled materials. *Featured in the 
Smart Home welcome area.
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Midwesterners have always 
fostered a sense of commitment to 
preserving our region’s resources. 
From the Great Lakes to the tall 
grass prairies, each element of 
the Midwest landscape is to be 
treasured. Readers look to Midwest 
Living for ideas and resources that 
fuel their passions and pay homage 
to the region they love. Thus, 
Midwest Living was excited to 
redesign the interior of the Smart 
Home for 2010.  

Midwest Living’s Senior Home Editor, 
Carol Schalla, designed an organic 
aesthetic inspired by the nature and 
colors of the heartland. As Earth’s beauty 
defi nes the design, it also highlights the 
need to preserve her natural resources 
by using responsible home products. 
The Smart Home was redesigned for an 
empty-nester couple likely to choose a 

smaller, more environmentally 
conscious urban lifestyle, now that 
the kids have left.
 
The kitchen features recycled glass 
countertops, along with a full suite 
of Bosch ENERGY STAR-rated 
appliances. The lighting design by 
GE Lighting brings the varied light 
intensities of outdoors in, using the 
newest ENERGY STAR-qualifi ed 
CFL and LED bulbs.

The earthy palette was selected 
from thousands of colors available 
in a new high quality, zero-VOC 
paint.  Furniture pieces made 
from recycled steel, FSC-certifi ed and 
reclaimed woods, soy-based and recycled 
fi ber cushions, water-based fi nishes 
and organic fabrics strengthen the 
eco-design commitment.  Custom 
furniture was designed and built from 
a fallen tree from the Smart Home Park. 
Other highlights include a playroom for 
visiting grandchildren with wall murals 
of endangered species; modern Avante 
garage doors from Clopay, that have 
insulated, translucent glass, adding 
unexpected style; and beautiful gardens 
and decks fi lled with regional fl owering 
plants and shrubs from Proven Winners.

Midwest Living is proud to bring science 
and nature in harmony with this new 
Smart Home interior design. Enjoy touring 
the home, and the interiors will remind 
you to make smart choices to preserve the 
planet and its precious resources. 

an eco-friendly design

reclaimed woods, soy-based and recycled 

Subscribe to Midwest Living for just $20.00—and get 2 full years (12 issues) for the price of 1.
Visit MidwestLiving.com to order.

GE Project Plant-a-Bulb

GE is dedicated to educating 
people about the benefi ts of 
energy-effi cient lighting with 
initiatives like GE Project Plant-a-
Bulb. For every view of the short 
video at GEProjectPlantABulb.com 
during the month of April, GE will 
donate a fl ower bulb – up to 200,000 
– to be planted at schools and 
communities across the country.  
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FIRST FLOOR
Entryway Light | VESSEL light fi xture with LED 
lights in a vase | Gift of: Michelle Kaufmann | 
www.michellekaufmann.com | LED can be 90 
times more effi cient than incandescent lights.

Natural Stone Floor Tile | Limestone 
Jurastone Beige #L711 18” x 18”- Mapei #94 
“Straw” grout | Gift of: Daltile Corporation | 
www.daltileproducts.com | Natural product 
chosen for its durability and product lifespan.

Large Opening Glass Walls | Gift of:  
NanaWall® | www.nanawall.com | The 
weather-tight, energy-effi cient system meets or 
exceeds industry standards for air infi ltration, 
water penetration, structural and thermal 
performance and forced entry.  Pocket doors 
open up the walls, extending the sense of space.

Shade Motors | Sonesse™ 30 RTS Motor | Gift of: 
Somfy Systems, Inc. | www.somfysystems.com. | 
Ultra-quiet precision window-covering automation.

Window Coverings | Gift of:  Springs Window 
Fashions | Graber® LightWeaves™ Roller & 
Solar Shades  | www.graberblinds.com | 
Low-VOC shade material and installation with 
the highest human ecological safety standards.

iPort | in-wall iPod dock | Gift of:  iPort Music| 
www.iportmusic.com | This in-wall iPod dock 
lets homeowners pipe audio from their music 
player throughout the home.

Artwork | Loaned by: Two Hawks | 
www.two-hawks.com | Nature photography by 
Ray Mickevicius.

Cabinet | Penland Art Pedestal | 
Loaned by: The Old Wood Company | www.
theoldwoodco.com | Re-claimed lumber with 
water, soy-based and other non-toxic fi nishes.

FLOR Carpet Tiles  (pictured) | Toy Poodle, 
Woof Woof Walnut | Gift of: FLOR | www.
FLOR.com | Uses non-offgassing, recycled 
materials. Greener than traditional carpeting 
that harbors mold and mildew.

Accent Paint | Berber White + Wenge + River 
Refl ections | Gift of: Benjamin Moore | www.
benjaminmoore.com | Zero VOC premium paint 
available in thousands of colors and exceeds 
LEED and Green Seal GS-11 standards.

fi rst fl oorfi rst fl oor

www.msichicago.org www.msichicago.org 
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POWDER ROOM
Wall Tile | Blazestone tile, 2x2”, 
mineral water glossy fi nish classis 
| Gift of:  Bedrock Industries | www.
bedrockindustries.com | Made from 100 
percent recycled consumer glass with no 
additional oxides or colorants.

Mirror | Loaned by: Viva Terra |  
www.vivaterra.com | Made from 
reclaimed teak pieces.

Artwork | Loaned by: Two Hawks 
Studio | www.two-hawks.com | Nature 
photography by Ray Mickevicius.

Glass Balloon Vases | Loaned by: Viva 
Terra | www.vivaterra.com | Made from 
recycled glass. 

Accent Paint | Kentucky Haze + Shaker 
Beige | Gift of: Benjamin Moore | 
www.benjaminmoore.com | Zero VOC 
premium paint available in thousands of 
colors and exceeds LEED and Green Seal 
GS-11 standards.

Toilet | San Raphael™ Comfort Height one-
piece, elongated toilet seat | Gift of:  Kohler | 
www.us.kohler.com | Uses at least 20 percent 
less water than standard 1.6-gallon toilets.

Sink + Faucet | Wellworth Pedestal lavatory | 
Gift of:  Kohler | Aerator reduces the amount 
of water used.

KITCHEN
Accent Paint (pictured) | River Refl ections 
| Gift of: Benjamin Moore | www.benjamin-
moore.com | Zero VOC premium paint available 
in thousands of colors and exceeds LEED and 
Green Seal GS-11 standards.

Crestwood Kitchen Cabinets | Oak veneer, 
Espresso stain | Gift of: McNulty Design Group, 
Inc. | www.mcnultydesign.net | Made from 
FSC-certifi ed wood, no-VOC wood sealant and 
formaldehyde-free particleboard substrates.

ECO Kettle | Gift of: Product Creations Ltd. | 
www.ecokettle.com | Only boils the amount of 
water you need in order to save energy 
and water.

Countertops (pictured) | Moroccan Sand | 
Gift of: Gilasi | www.gilasi.com | Local vendor: 
Green Home Chicago | www.ghcdesigncenter.
com | Made from 85 percent recycled material 
by weight, the majority of which is recycled and 
repurposed glass sourced within Chicago.  Uses 
only inert materials in its composition and can be 
fi nished to a high polish or honed to offer a more 
subtle appearance. | Fabrication and Installation 
| Gift of: Roman Marble Import, Co. | 
www.romanmarble.com

eCoupled™ Intelligent Wireless Power | Loaned 
by: Fulton Innovation | ecoupled.com | Uses 
near-fi eld inductive coupling with an advanced 
intelligent control system to safely and effi ciently 
transfer power without wires.  Reduces energy 
wasted through ineffi cient chargers.

Undercabinet Lighting | Gift of: Progress 
Lighting | www.progresslighting.com | 
Energy-effi cient LED which can last 30,000 to 
50,000 hours, as compared to incandescent 
bulbs’ 800 to 1,000.

800 Plus Dishwasher | Gift of: BSH Home 
Appliance Corporation | www.bosch-home.
com/us | Most quiet and energy-effi cient 
dishwasher in North America.

Nature 

 Loaned by: Viva 
 Made from 

Kentucky Haze + Shaker 

premium paint available in thousands of 
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KITCHEN
Accent Paint
| Gift of: Benjamin Moore
moore.com
in thousands of colors and exceeds LEED and 
Green Seal GS-11 standards.

Crestwood Kitchen Cabinets
Espresso stain
Inc.
FSC-certifi ed wood, no-VOC wood sealant and 
formaldehyde-free particleboard substrates.

ECO Kettle
www.ecokettle.com
water you need in order to save energy 
and water.

ACCENT PAINT
 

COLOR
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Integra® Built-In Refrigerator | Gift of: 
BSH Home Appliances Corporation | 
www.bosch-home.com/us | ENERGY STAR 
rated with SuperCool and SuperFreeze 
functions to quickly chill market fresh foods 
for maximum food preservation.  Features 
an energy mode and vacation mode to 
conserve energy.  

Induction Cooktop | Gift of: BSH Home 
Appliances Corporation | www.bosch-home.
com/us | Fast and effi cient cooking technology.

30 inch Built-In Wall Oven | Gift of: BSH Home 
Appliances Corporation | www.bosch-home.
com/us | Boasts one of the largest capacities 
at 4.7 cu. ft. while speed convection saves 30 
percent of cooking time.

Single Basin Sink Undercounter Kitchen Sink | 
Kohler Poise™ | Gift of:  Kohler | www.kohler.com.

Karbon Deck-Mount Kitchen Faucet (pictured) 
| Gift of: Kohler | www.kohler.com | Aerator 
reduces the amount of water used. 

Barstools | Loaned by: Lee Industries | www.
leeindustries.com | local vendor, Green Home 
Chicago | www.ghdesigncenter.com | Soy-based 
cushions, recycled fi ber fi lling for pillows 
with organic and natural fabrics.  FSC and 
Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) certifi ed 
wood frames and water based fi nishes.

Prepara Power Plant Mini | Gift of: Prepara 
| www.prepara.com | Grows fresh herbs by 
automatically dispensing nutrients to your 
seeds and plants.

Groceries | Gift of: Dominick’s offering 
O Organics™  brand | www.dominicks.
com/o_organics | Features more than 300 
USDA-certifi ed organic foods and bever-
ages.  Safeway, Dominick’s parent company, is 
a leader in renewable energy.

Household Products | Gift of: Dominick’s | 
www.dominicks.com | Dominick’s offers Bright 
Green™  household cleaners.  The cleansers and 
detergents get the job done without leaving 
phosphates, chemicals and residual toxins in 
our homes and water system. The absorbent 
paper products are manufactured from 100 
percent recycled paper.  

Sky Planter | Gift of: Boskke | 
www.boskke.com | Transforms enjoyment 
of household plants and reduces watering 
by up to 80 percent.

Hanging Pendant Lights | Lightology | 
www.lightology.com | Made from glass. 
|Light Bulb | GE Reveal® CFL| Gift of: GE 
Lighting | GELighting.com | The clean, 
beautiful® light you love about GE Reveal® 
bulbs is now available in a CFL.

DINING ROOM
Accent Paint | River Refl ections | Gift of: 
Benjamin Moore | www.benjaminmoore.com | 
Zero VOC premium paint available in thousands 
of colors and exceeds LEED and Green Seal 
GS-11 standards.

Dining Table | Designed and created by: 
Barefoot Design | www.barefootdesign.com | 
Made from concrete and bur oak wood from a 
tree that fell in the Smart Home Park in 2009.

Twig Chandeliers (pictured) | Loaned by: 
Deanna Wish Designs | www.deannawish.com 
| Handcrafted from natural hickory branches 
and real twigs. | Light Bulb | GE Energy Smart® 
Candelabra LED| Gift of: GE Lighting | GELighting.
com | Bring people together under warm, inviting 
light that costs pennies a year per bulb. 

Sled Chairs + Side Chairs + Ottoman |
Café/Natural | Loaned by: Lee Industries, Inc. | 
www.leeindustries.com | Soy-based cushions, 
recycled fi ber fi lling for pillows with organic and 
natural fabrics.  FSC and SFI certifi ed wood 
frames and water based fi nishes.

Driftwood Bowl | Loaned by: Arteriors | 
www.arteriorshome.com | Made from 
collected driftwood pieces.

LOUNGE
Accent Paint | River Refl ections | Gift of: 
Benjamin Moore | www.benjaminmoore.com | 
Zero VOC premium paint available in thousands 
of colors and exceeds LEED and Green Seal 
GS-11 standards.

Built-in Bench | Crestwood Cabinetry | 
FSC-certifi ed oak veneer, chocolate oak 
stain | www.mcnultydesign.net | Made from 
FSC-certifi ed wood, no-VOC wood sealant and 
formaldehyde-free particleboard substrates.

Household Products
www.dominicks.com
Green™

detergents get the job done without leaving 
phosphates, chemicals and residual toxins in 
our homes and water system. The absorbent 
paper products are manufactured from 100 
percent recycled paper.  

Sky Planter
www.boskke.com
of household plants and reduces watering 
by up to 80 percent.

Hanging Pendant Lights
www.lightology.com
|

DINING ROOM
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Chairs | Loaned by: Lee Industries, Inc. | www.
leeindustries.com, www.ghdesigncenter.com 
| Soy-based cushions, recycled fi ber fi lling for 
pillows with organic and natural fabrics.  FSC 
and SFI certifi ed wood frames and water 
based fi nishes.

Rolling Cart | Loaned by: Design Workshop, 
Inc. | www.designworkshop.us | Oak from 
sustainable forests in North Carolina.  No paint 
or solvents used in fi nishing.

Kill-A-Watt | Gift of: Smarthome | www.
smarthome.com | Reduces overall energy 
consumption by identifying the specifi c energy 
usage for the plug-in lights and appliances 
throughout your home. Measures devices 
usage over time and displays in watts, amps or 
kilowatt-hours.

Stump Tables (pictured) | Designed and 
created by: Terry Karpowicz | www.
karpowiczstudios.com | Bur oak wood from a 
tree that fell in the Smart Home Park in 2009.

Sisal Rug | Loaned by: Crate & Barrel | 
www.crateandbarrel.com | Made from natural sisal.

Samsung Series 8 LCD TV | www.samsung.
com | 52” High-defi nition LCD TV that’s 
ENERGY STAR-compliant and only 1.9” thick.

Smoky Root of Earth Bowl | Loaned by: 
Viva Terra | www.vivaterra.com | Made of 
discarded root balls from Chinese fi r trees.

Circular Felt Placemats | Loaned by: 
Viva Terra | www.vivaterra.com | 
Hand-felted from wool by women in 
a Nepal cooperative.

LIVING ROOM
Accent Paint | River Refl ections + Berber 
White | www.benjaminmoore.com | Zero 
VOC premium paint available in thousands of 
colors and exceeds LEED and Green Seal 
GS-11 standards.

Sofas + Chair | Loaned by: Lee Industries | 
www.leeindustries.com, www.ghdesigncenter.
com | Soy-based cushions, recycled fi ber fi lling 
for pillows with organic and natural fabrics.  
FSC and SFI certifi ed wood frames and water 
based fi nishes. 

Area Rug | Loaned by: West Elm | www.
westelm.com | Made from 100 percent wool.

Museum Bench | Loaned by: The Old Wood 
Company | www.theoldwoodco.com, www.
ghdesigncenter.com | Reclaimed lumber with 
water, soy-based and other non-toxic fi nishes.

Coffee Table | Designed and created by: Terry 
Karpowicz | www.karpowiczstudios.com | 
Bur oak wood from a tree that fell in the Smart 
Home Park in 2009.

Artwork | Loaned by: Longstreet Collection 
Ltd. | www.longstreetcollection.com | 
Represents vanishing natural prairies 
of the Midwest.

EcoSmart Vision Fireplace | Gift of: Vesta & 
Green Home Chicago | www.vestachicago.com 
| www.ghdesigncenter.com | Portable, ventless 
and runs on denatured alcohol.

Made from natural sisal.

ENERGY STAR-compliant and only 1.9” thick.



www.msichicago.org • 17

Floor Lamp | Loaned by: Arteriors | 
www.arteriorshome.com | Made from 
gathered driftwood pieces. | Light Bulb | GE 
Energy Smart® Sunshine CFL | Gift of: GE 
Lighting | GELighting.com | Simulate midday 
sunlight using 75 percent less energy than 
incandescent bulbs.

Driftwood Candelabra | Loaned by: Roost | 
www.roostco.com | Made from collected 
driftwood pieces.

MECHANICAL ROOM
Stackable Axxis® Laundry | Gift of: BSH Home 
Appliances Corporation | www.bosch-home.
com/us | Maximizes space and is the most 
energy and water-effi cient brand in the U.S. 
Axxis Condensation Dryer can be installed 
anywhere since it does not require any ducting 
or venting.

Home Energy Monitoring | Gift of: Silver 
Spring Networks | www.silverspringnetworks.
com | Provides intelligent networking for 
energy and utility companies.

Thermostat | ecobee Smart Thermostat 
| Gift of: ecobee | www.ecobee.com |The 
simple, seven-day programmable touch-screen 
thermostat is designed to help you conserve 
energy, save money and reduce your 
environmental impact.

Energy Management | Gift of: Greenbox 
Technology Inc. | www.getgreenbox.com | 
Allows home owner to easily track, understand 
and manage their utility usage and reduce their 
carbon footprint.

SECOND FLOOR
Bamboo Flooring | SYNERGY Prefi nished 
Strand Bamboo Flooring, Color: Java | Gift of: 
Teragren® commercial and All Tile, Inc. | www.
teragren.com | www.alltile.com  | Highly-
renewable material that grows quickly, capable 
of growing more than 90 feet in just a year.  

Accent Paint | Berber White + River 
Refl ections | Gift of: Benjamin Moore | www.
benjaminmoore.com | Zero VOC premium paint 
available in thousands of colors and exceeds 
LEED and Green Seal GS-11 standards.

Artwork | Loaned by: Two Hawks Studio | 
www.two-hawks.com | Nature photography by 
Ray Mickevicius.

Armchair | Loaned by: Lee Industries, Inc. | www.
leeindustries.com, www.ghdesigncenter.com | 
Soy-based cushions, recycled fi ber fi lling for pillows 
with organic and natural fabrics.  FSC and SFI 
certifi ed wood frames and water based fi nishes.

Sierra Nightstands | Loaned by: Crate & 
Barrel | www.crateandbarrel.com | Strips 
of teak, repurposed from production fall-off 
scraps, are pieced on drawer panels with a 
water-based top coat.

Resa Floor Mirror | Loaned by: CB2 | 
www.cb2.com | Lumber scraps headed for 
landfi lls frame mirror, made in Chicago.

Digital Photo Frames | Gift of: Nix 
Digital Picture Frames | www.
nix-digital.com | Saves energy with a 
motion detector that powers the frame 
on or off when movement is detected.

Midwest Living magazines | 
www.midwestliving.com

WIRED magazines from the last 
18 years | www.wired.com

HOME OFFICE
Accent Paint | San Antonio Gray | Gift of: 
Benjamin Moore | www.benjaminmoore.com | 
Zero VOC premium paint available in thousands 
of colors and exceeds LEED and Green Seal 
GS-11 standards.

Chair | Loaned by: Lee Industries, Inc. | 
www.leeindustries.com | Soy-based cushions, 
recycled fi ber fi lling for pillows with organic 
and natural fabrics.  FSC and SFI certifi ed 
wood frames and water-based fi nishes.

Desk Chair | Think Chair® | Loaned by: 
Steelcase | www.steelcase.com | Comprised 
of materials that tested safe to human and 
environmental health.  First ever cradle-to-
cradle certifi ed product that holds Gold Level 
Certifi cation.  Disassembles in fi ve minutes 
with common tools for easy recycling.  

second fl oor

Gift of: 
www.benjaminmoore.com | 

Zero VOC premium paint available in thousands 
of colors and exceeds LEED and Green Seal 

Soy-based cushions, recycled fi ber fi lling for pillows 
with organic and natural fabrics.  FSC and SFI 
certifi ed wood frames and water based fi nishes.

Loaned by: Crate & 
Strips 

of teak, repurposed from production fall-off 
scraps, are pieced on drawer panels with a 

Lumber scraps headed for 
landfi lls frame mirror, made in Chicago.
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Desk Base | Parsons base, L shape | Loaned by: 
Room & Board | www.roomandboard.com | Made 
from steel, one of the most recycled materials.

Desk Top | PaperStone™, Gunmetal | www.
paperstoneproducts.com | Made from 100 
percent post-consumer recycled standard 
offi ce paper and certifi ed by the Smartwood 
program of the Rainforest Alliance to FSC 
standards.

Gateway One Computer | Gift of: Acer |
 www.gateway.com | Offers powerful 
performance in a stylish, space-saving design.

HP Offi cejet Pro 8500 All-in-One Printer | 
www.hp.com | ENERGY STAR qualifi ed all-
in-one printer eliminates the need for various 
separate machines.

Copenhagen File Cabinets | Loaned by: Room 
& Board | www.roomandboard.com | Made in 
North Dakota by small family-owned workshop 
that use responsibly sourced materials.

Artwork | Loaned by: Two Hawks Studio | 
www.two-hawks.com | Nature photography by 
Ray Mickevicius.

Vintage Four Tier Metal Barrister 
Bookcase | Room Service Chicago | 
www.roomservice-chicago.com | Vintage 
piece from a local resale shop, a great 
way to go green without buying new.

Mosaic Storage + Pencil Box | Loaned 
by: CB2 | www.cb2.com | Juice boxes 
shredded and compressed make new 
storage boxes.

Kendal Lidded Totes | Loaned by: Crate 
& Barrel | www.crateandbarrel.com | 
Durable, eco-friendly water hyacinth 
woven over recycled chipboard.

Chronicle Baskets | Loaned by: Roost | 
www.roostco.com | Rolled-up newspaper 
is stitched together to create each 
container.

Power Smart Tower | Gift of: iGo, Inc. 
| www.igo.com | iGo Green Technology 
automatically powers down outlets when 
not in use and powers back up again when 
devices need power – reducing standby 
power by up to 85 percent.

Vantage Vue® Weather Station | Gift of: Davis 
Instruments Corp. | www.vantagevue.com | 
Monitors indoor and outdoor conditions to help 
user conserve energy.

FLOR Carpet Tiles | Checkered Past: Vanilla, 
Twill Ride: Hazelnut | www.fl or.com | Uses 
non-offgassing, recycled materials. Greener 
than traditional carpeting that harbors mold 
and mildew.

DNA Portraits | Donated by: DNA 11 | 
www.dna11.com | Custom portraits made 
from your actual DNA.  Perfect alternative 
to a family portrait.

Sewing Machine | Quattro™ 6000D | 
Gift of: Brother Industries, Ltd | 
www.brother-usa.com/Homesewing | 
RoHS compliant and contains no hazardous 
materials.  Allows user to re-pair items instead 
of throwing them away.

Elston Messenger Bag | Gift of: Noon Solar 
| www.noonstyle.com | Each bag supplies 
renewable power and is made with biodegrad-
able or reclaimed materials.

Bagasse Sugar Cane Paper | Gift of: 
Ecopaper, Inc. | www.ecopaper.com | 
80 percent tree-free and environmentally 
superior to virgin and traditional recycled 
paper, but indistinguishable.

Fitbit | Gift of: Fitbit, Inc. | www.fi tbit.com 
| Encourages an active lifestyle by tracking 
calories burned, steps taken, distance traveled 
and sleep quality through fi tbit’s Web site.  
Device wirelessly transmits date to computer.

IceLight LED Desk Lamp | Gift of: Koncept 
Technologies, Inc. | www.konceptech.com | 
Sleek style and the latest LED technology for 
bright, effi cient light.

Agate Geode Bookends | Loaned by: Viva 
Terra | www.vivaterra.com | Polished 
crystalline formations that are created 
over eons.

Pocket Palette | Gift of: Benjamin Moore 
| www.benjaminmoore.com | Reads and 
matches a color to the closest color name 
and number from among the 3,300 Benjamin 
Moore colors available.

Rolled-up newspaper 

not in use and powers back up again when 
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BATHROOM 2
Accent Paint | Henderson Buff | Gift of: 
Benjamin Moore | www.benjaminmoore.com | 
Zero VOC premium paint available in thousands 
of colors and exceeds LEED and Green Seal 
GS-11 standards.

Mural | Gift of: Art.com | www.art.com | 
Nature image of autumn aspens with snow.

Shower and Floor Tiles | Squak Mountain 
Stone countertop slab, Color: Natural | Gift 
of: Tiger Mountain Innovations, Inc. | 
www.tmi-online.com | Handmade from 
recycled glass, paper and low-carbon cement.

Countertop | Gift of:  Terra Green Ceramics | 
www.terragreenceramics.com | Made with 
55 percent recycled glass content and qualifi es 
for LEED certifi cation points.

Sink | Kohler K-2214-0 Ladena™ Undercounter 
Lavatory, Color: White | Gift of:  Kohler | 
www.kohler.com | Faucet | Kohler Stillness® 
Widespread Lavatory Faucet (polished chrome) 
| Low-fl ow faucets save gallons of water 
per use.

Tub, Faucet and Shower head | Gifts of:  
Kohler | www.kohler.com | Shower head and 
bath spout provide 20 percent reduction in 
water consumption.  

Cabinets | Crestwood Cabinetry | Maple 
veneer | Gift of McNulty Design Group, Inc 
| www.mcnultydesign.com | Made from 
FSC-certifi ed wood.

Showertime | www.efergy.com | Can calculate 
how long  your shower takes to use one liter of 
water.  Allows user to decide amount of water 
to be used for each shower and then alerts 
user once limit has been reached.

Aqus™ | Gift of: Arid Solutions Inc. | 
www.aridsolutionsinc.com | Gravity and a 
small pump move water from the vanity to the 
toilet via small tubing. If there is not enough 
water in the reservoir, the regular water supply 
will take over for fl ushing. If the reservoir is full 
any additional water will go out the 
regular piping.

MASTER BATHROOM
Accent Paint | Antique Parchment | Gift of: 
Benjamin Moore | www.benjaminmoore.com | 
Zero VOC premium paint available in thousands 
of colors and exceeds LEED and Green Seal 
GS-11 standards.

Wallpaper | Donated by: York Wallcoverings 
| www.ronadlreddingdesigns.com | Paper 
wallpaper with real dried magnolia leaves.

Floor tile | Donated by: Blue Pearl Stone | www.
bluepearlstone.com | Salvaged marble from the 
Wrigley Building renovation in the early ’90s.

Sinks | Gift of: Michelle Kaufmann and 
Concreteworks |www.concreteworks.com | 
Made of fl y ash concrete and recycled toilet/
porcelain aggregate.

Cabinets | Oak veneer, espresso stain | Gift of: 
Crestwood Inc., donated by McNulty Design | 
www.mcnultydesign.net | FSC-certifi ed 
oak veneer.

Shower Tiles | Blazestone Subway, 3.5”x7.5”. 
Color: Cloud White matte fi nish | Gift of: Bedrock 
Industries | www.bedrockindustries.com | Made 
of 100 percent recycled post-consumer glass.

Shower Head | Purist Ecoffi cient showerhead 
| Gift of: Kohler | www.us.kohler.com | 
30 percent reduction in water consumption 
without sacrifi cing performance. 

Toilet | Persuade | Gift of: Kohler | www.
us.kohler.com | A two-button actuator offers 
.8- or 1.6-gallon fl ush options for light or bulk 
waste, saving as much as 6,000 – 25,000 gallons 
of water over traditional 1.6- or 3.5-gallon 
toilets.

Withings WiFi Body Scale | Gift of: Withings | 
www.withings.com | First WiFi connected 
personal weight scale that automatically 
records a user’s body weight, lean and fi tness 
mass and calculated BMI to a secure webpage.

MASTER BEDROOM
Accent Paint | Thicket | Gift of: Benjamin Moore 
| www.benjaminmoore.com | Zero VOC premium 
paint available in thousands of colors and 
exceeds LEED and Green Seal GS-11 standards.

Wallpaper | Gift of: Seabrook | www.
seabrookwallpaper.com | Made from natural 
paper and grasses.

Mies Platform Bed | Loaned by: Charles P. 
Rogers Beds | www.charlesprogers.com | 
Made from bamboo with stainless steel legs.

Side Table | Loaned by: Arteriors | 
www.arteriorshome.com | Made of collected 
driftwood pieces.

Artwork | Loaned by: Two Hawks Studio | 
www.two-hawks.com | Nature photography by 
Ray Mickevicius.

Headboard | Designed by: Terry Karpowicz | www.
karpowiczstudios.com | Bur oak wood from a tree 
that fell in the Smart Home Park in 2009.

Dresser + Double Shelf Nightstand | Loaned by: 
Design Workshop, Inc. | www.designworkshop.us 
| Made from oak from sustainable forests In North 
Carolina.  No paints or solvents used in fi nishing.

Shaggy Sheep FLOR Carpet Tiles | Gift of: 
FLOR | www.fl or.com | Uses non-offgassing, 
recycled materials. Greener than traditional 
carpeting that harbors mold and mildew. Made 
from 100 percent renewable wool with no dyes.

Mattress + Cover | Size: Full | Gift of: Bower 
Natural Bedding | www.bowernaturalbedding.
net. | Natural rubber latex and organic cover.

Eileen Fisher Pebble Coverlet | Loaned by: Garnet 
Hill | www.garnethill.com | 100 percent silk.

Wallpaper | Gift of: Seabrook | www.
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Organic Cotton Knit Pillows | Loaned by West 
Elm | www.westelm.com

Organic Cotton Frayed Edge Sheets + 
Pillowcases | Loaned by: West Elm | 
www.westelm.com | EKO sustainable textile 
certifi ed by the Global Organic Textile 
Standard (GOTS).

Closet Organizers + Storage cabinets | 
Gift of: California Closets | www.california-
closets.com | Italian-made particle board with 
melamine fi nish, rated E1 environmental.

Eastwood Adjustable  Wood Lamp | Loaned 
by: Arteriors | www.arteriorshome.com | Made 
from a wood slice. | Light Bulb | GE Energy 
Smart® Glass Covered CFL | Gift of: GE Lighting 
| GELighting.com | The new shape in energy 
savings! Relax under the soft, warm light of 
these ENERGY STAR®-qualifi ed bulbs.

QUE™ proReader | Gift of: Krause Taylor 
Association | www.QUE.com | First eReader 
designed for business professionals and stores 
up to 75,000 documents electronically vs. 
paper, saving up to 225 trees.

Vintage Lamp | Made from glass and steel, 
two highly recyclable materials. | Light Bulb 
| GE Energy Smart® Glass Covered CFL | 
Gift of: GE Lighting | GELighting.com   | The 
new shape in energy savings! Relax under 
the soft, warm light of these ENERGY STAR®-
qualifi ed bulbs.

NURSERY
Accent Paint | Solitude | Gift of: Benjamin Moore 
| www.benjaminmoore.com | Zero VOC premium 
paint available in thousands of colors and exceeds 
LEED and Green Seal GS-11 standards.

Wall Murals | Gift of: Art.com | www.art.com | 
Polar species highlight effects of climate change.

Slipcovered Child’s Chairs | Loaned by: Lee 
Industries, Inc. | www.leeindustries.com, 
www.ghdesigncenter.com | Soy-based cushions, 
recycled fi ber fi lling for pillows with organic and 
natural fabrics.  FSC and SFI certifi ed wood 
frames and water based fi nishes.

Faux Faux Bois Lamp + Stump Stool Accent 
Table | Loaned by: Stray Dog Designs | 
www.straydogdesigns.com | Paper mache 
made from recycled cement bags. | Light Bulb 
| GE Energy Smart® Cool White CFL| Gift of: 
GE Lighting | GELighting.com | Bring imagina-
tion to life with energy-effi cient lighting that 
enhances blues, greens & grays.

Hiya Crib | Made of sustainable bamboo and 
non-toxic mdf.  Painted with eco-friendly, 
non-toxic paint.  Made in America. | Crib 
Mattress | Organic unbleached cotton with 
natural fl ame-retardant ingredients inside; 
waterproofed with non-toxic polyethylene. 
| Crib Bedding | Made of 100 percent 
unbleached organic cotton. | Loaned by: Grow 
Modern Kids | www.grow-kids.com 

Hiya Dresser | Loaned by: Grow Modern Kids 
| www.grow-kids.com | Made of sustainable 
bamboo and non-toxic mdf.  Painted with 
eco-friendly, non-toxic paint.  Made in America. 

Network Camera | Gift of: Smarthome, Inc. | 
www.smarthome.com | Wireless networked 
camera allows easy viewing from anywhere.

Ecotots Project Table | Loaned by: The Land 
of Nod | www.landofnod.com | 100 percent 
Formaldehyde-free, FSC certifi ed birch, plywood.  
Finished with non-toxic water-based stain.

Dyson Air Multiplier™ Fan | Gift of: Dyson | 
www.dyson.com | Air Multiplier™ technology 
draws in air and amplifi es it 15 times, producing 
and uninterrupted stream of smooth air.  No 
blades or grill make for a safe and easy clean.

GARAGE
Solar Hybrid Automower | Gift of: Automower 
| www.automower.com | Automatic lawn 
maintenance powered by sunlight.

Folbot Citibot Kayak | Gift of: Citibot | www.
folbot.com | 10-foot kayak that folds into a 
backpack and weighs only 24lbs.  Provides an 
easy way to enjoy eco-friendly recreation.

Garage Doors (pictured) | Gift of: Clopay 
Building Products | www.clopay.com | 
Clopay’s Avante Collection combines a durable 
rust-proof aluminum frame with insulated 
tempered glass allowing natural light to fi lter 
through while maintaining relative privacy. 

Garage Door Openers | Gift of: Chamberlain 
| www.liftmaster.com | Mounts easily on the 
wall freeing up ceiling space and operates 
even when the power goes out. Identifi ed for 
LEED by the U.S. Green Building Council.

2010 Trek 6 Series Madone | Loaned by: Trek 
| www.trekbikes.com | Designed by WIRED 
and Trek to capture the history of WIRED 
magazine.  Color blocks on the bike are a 
chronological representation of every WIRED 
spine since the fi rst issue in January 1993.

Motorcycle | Loaned by: BRAMMO, Inc. | www.
brammo.com | A zero-emissions vehicle, using the 
latest in recycled materials for its construction.

Belleville | Gift of: Trek Bicycle Corp. | 
www.trekbikes.com | Constructed of 
eco-friendly materials.

Snow Joe® Plus | Gift of: Snow Joe® | 
www.snowjoe.com | Lightweight, powerful, 
electric, no-gas snow thrower.electric, no-gas snow thrower.
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Iron Scissor Cocktail Tale | Gift of: The Old 
Wood Co. | www.theoldwoodco.com, 
www.ghdesigncenter.com | Modern design using 
vintage reclaimed lumber and eco-safe fi nishes.

Vibrafree Random Orbit Sander | Gift of: 
Craftsman | www.craftsman.com | Low power 
consumption tool that can be used to create 
your own furniture.

Bionic Wrench + Bit Dr. 20XR | Gift of: 
LoggerHead Tools | www.loggerheadtools.com 
| Saves raw material, time and energy.  Wrench 
sizes and grips 14 U.S. sized nuts and bolts, 
saving the material and energy to manufacture 
14 wrenches.

50cycles Electric Bikes and Accessories | 
Gift of: NukeLight | www.50cycles.com | 
Easier, safer cycling which means fewer 
journeys by car.

MinusA2 Ultra Quiet Air Purifi er | Gift of: 
Rabbit Air | www.rabbitair.com | Promotes a 
toxin-free environment while keeping energy 
usage and waste at a minimum.

Tabletop Composter | NatureMill Plus, NM52 
| Gift of:  NatureMill | www.naturemill.com | 
Not only is NatureMill 100 percent recyclable 
itself, it also recycles its weight in waste every 
10 days, diverting more than two tons of waste 
from landfi lls over its life. 

Diogen™ Bulb | Gift of: Diogen Lighting 
| www.diogenlighting.com | The unique 
retrofi t design of the Diogen Bulb universally 
replaces standard incandescent and compact 
fl uorescent (CFL) bulbs and is both UL 
and CUL certifi ed.

ULTRAponics GroTube | Gift of: Ultraponics 
| www.ultraponics.net  | Hydroponics allow 
for fast growth in small spaces with minimal 
water, allowing for gardeners to start seedlings 
indoors during cool weather.

Solar Lighting + Chargers +Batteries | Gift of: 
Sunforce Products | www.sunforceproducts.
com | Solar power is one of the most affordable 
and effi cient energy alternatives available today.

Vintage Signs | Urban Remains | 
www.urbanremainschicago.com | 
Salvaged and reclaimed signs.

Klip Tech Countertops | Gift of: Klip Bio 
Technologies, LLC |www.kliptech.com | 
Formed from a 50/50 blend of FSC certifi ed 
post consumer recycled paper and rapidly 
renewable bamboo fi ber, then bound with a 
new 100 percent water-based system.
 
Kirei USA Bamboo + Wheat Board | Gift 
of: Kirei | www.kireiusa.com  | Bamboo is a 
rapidly renewable sustainable resource and 
wheatboard is a renewable source material 
with non-toxic adhesives.
 

LEHR Eco Blower | Gift of: LEHR | www.
golehr.com | Powered by propane, which has 
zero evaporative emissions.

FlexCam Infrared (IR) Camera | Gift of: Fluke | 
www.fl uke.com | IR tools pinpoint areas where 
leaks can be prevented by weatherizing, and 
gain savings as a result.

Paint | Gift of: Dunn-Edwards | 
www.dunnedwards.com  | Zero VOC paint

Garage Mahal Moves in for a Makeover

DIY Network, the go-to destination for rip-up, 
knock-out home improvement television, joined forces 
with MSI’s Smart Home to transform an empty space 
into the ultimate multifunctional, eco-friendly garage.  
 
Garage Mahal host Bill Goldberg (pictured above); 
along with Bob Parks of WIRED Magazine; and 
special guest, actor and green activist Ed Begely 
Jr. (picture below) helped to renovate empty space 
into an incredible garage featuring something for 
everyone in the family—from the gadget lover to 
the gardener. 
 
DIY Network was on site to capture the build for 
Garage Mahal, the series that features amazing 
transformations of disorganized garages into 
spectacular living spaces. Premiering on 
Friday, April 23 at 8:30 p.m. CST, including an 
encore presentation on Friday, May 7 at 8:30 p.m. CST, 
this special episode of DIY Network’s Garage 
Mahal will include the following eco-friendly, 
do-it-yourself projects: 
 

•   the ultimate tinkerer’s workbench with the 
“must-have tools”;

•   a yearlong planting center;
•   homemade compost for spring and 

summer outdoor plantings;  
•   a hydroponic unit for fall and winter 

vegetable and herb gardens;
•   a center dedicated to recycling household 

waste; and 
•   a biodiesel unit to convert ordinary cooking 

oil into useable auto fuel.

encore presentation on Friday, May 7 at 8:30 p.m. CST, 

knock-out home improvement television, joined forces 
 to transform an empty space 

into the ultimate multifunctional, eco-friendly garage.  

encore presentation on Friday, May 7 at 8:30 p.m. CST, 
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From the ground up to the roof, Smart Home’s 
landscape design demonstrates an eco-friendly 
aesthetic with systems that sustain and replenish 
the environment:  green roofs, Ipê decking, 
rain barrels, bioswales, porous paving and rain 
gardens.  Prairie, dune and oak savannah plant-
ings recall our region’s past and working gardens 
present food production, indoor climate control 
and water recycling in action. The landscape is 
carefully designed and managed to conserve and 
protect natural resources.  

•  Native plants have extensive root systems 
and are well-adapted to our climate.  
Moreover, they add year-round beauty and 
attract benefi cial insects.  

•  Green roofs reduce energy costs, decrease 
the urban heat island effect by cooling air 
temperature and slow stormwater run-off.  

•  Permeable pavements, rain gardens 
and bioswales (shallow depressions in 
the ground) ease water run-off into 
surrounding streams and lakes and enable 
slow, healthy seepage into the soil.  

•  Rain barrels harvest rainwater to irrigate 
plants, so we use less drinking-quality water.

•  Fresh, home-grown vegetables and herbs 
are available three seasons of the year.

•  Yard and garden waste is composted 
and added to the garden as a rich 
soil conditioner.

•  Organic mulch minimizes weed invasion, 
converts moisture, reduces soil tempera-
ture fl uctuations, protects root systems 
and keeps the vegetables clean.

•  Space is maximized via trellises, caging 
and staking tomatoes, container gardening, 
and mixing fast-maturing crops with slower 
growers.  The result: greater yield in a 
smaller space.

•  Raised beds were constructed to 
demonstrate options for bringing in healthy 
soil when urban land is contaminated.  They 
also improve drainage, maximize space by 

eliminating 
walkways 
between rows, 
avoid compac-
tion and aid 
gardeners who 
have physical 
disabilities.  

•  Chemical applications are avoided by 
starting with healthy seeds and 
transplants, providing optimal growing 
conditions, scouting for unwanted pests, 
and removing dead and diseased plants.

University of Illinois
University of Illinois Extension educators train 
volunteer Master Gardeners to provide gardening 
programs and horticultural activities to educate 
the public.  U of I Extension Master Gardeners 
plant and maintain these gardens and will be 
available to answer your gardening questions on 
select Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. For 
more information, call your local Extension Offi ce 
or visit us on the web at web.extension.uiuc.edu/
cook/urbanhort.html

Jacobs/Ryan Associates
Overall Landscape Design
With strong midwestern sensibilities, Jacobs/
Ryan has provided thoughtful landscape 
architectural consulting services for more 
than three decades. | www.jacobsryan.com

Openlands Native Habitats Program, 
a Clean Air Counts partner
Bioswale and Rain Garden
Openlands is dedicated to preserving and 
enhancing public open space in northeastern 
Illinois. The organization’s Community Greening 
program supports community and school-based 
greening within Chicago. | www.openlands.org

Proven Winners Annuals, Perennials and 
Flowering Shrubs | Gift of: Proven Winners | 
www.provenwinners.com | Superior quality 
annuals, perennials and fl owering shrubs for 
your garden.

Green Roof | Gift of: GreenGrid® by Weston 
Solutions, Inc. | www.greengridroofs.com 
| Modular green roof system was delivered 
preplanted in 100 percent recycled modules.  
Green roofs save energy and reduce air and water 
pollution.

Porous Paver System | Gift of: Unilock| www.
unilock.com | Installation Gift of:  Clauss 
Brothers, Inc. | Prevents rain water run-off by 
allowing water to permeate between the pavers. 

Christy Webber Landscapes | Overall mainte-
nance of the park | www.christywebber.com

AsphaltEdge | Gift of:  Permaloc Corporation | 
www.permaloc.com | Permanent, sustainable 
aluminum edgings made from recyclable 
aluminum.

Coleson Landscape/Garden Trough Table | 
Designed and Gift of: Greg Pierceall and Cole 
& Sons | Created from concrete, repurposed 
timbers and recycled metal.

Pyrus communis ‘Kieffer,’ 3 tier candelabra 
espalier | Gift of: Craig Bergmann Landscape 
Design, Inc. | www.craigbergmann.com | 
Espalier fruit trees expand food-growing space.

between rows, 
avoid compac-

gardeners who 

•  Chemical applications are avoided by 
Proven Winners Annuals, Perennials and 
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Native Plants and Perennials | Gift of: 
AMG Growers | www.amggrowers.com 
Beavercreek Nursery | 
www.beavercreeknursery.com 
GRO Horticultural Enterprises, Inc. | 
www.grohort.net 
Hoffi e Nursery | www.hoffi enursery.com 
J.F. New Nursery | www.jfnew.com
Midwest Groundcovers | 
www.midwestgroundcovers.com
Twixwood Nursery | www.twixwood.com 

Garden Seed Packets | Gift of: Renee’s Garden 
seeds | www.reneesgarden.com | Seeds 
encourage organic and sustainable gardening.

Earthboxes | Gift of:  The Growing Connection 
and Earthbox | www.thegrowingconnection.org 
| Sponsored by WIRED magazine | Maximizes 
space and uses 60 percent less water. Program 
links participants together via their Web site. 

Living Wall | Gift of: ELT Easy Green, Inc. | 
www.elteasygreen.com | Unique modular design 
allows effi cient water management and diverse 
planting options.  Growing vertically helps 
maximize green space in urban areas. | Plants 
gift of: JFNew | www.jfnew.com

Rustic Granite (decomposed) Decorative Stone 
| Gift of:  Town & Country Landscape Supply Co. | 
www.hesod.com

Bioswale Rain Garden Materials | Gift of:  Lake 
Street Landscape Supply | www.lakestreetland-
scapesupply.com | Blend of growing materials 
provides optimal drainage and soil conditioners to 
encourage plant health and sustainability.

Limestone Garden Ornaments | Tivoli Urn, 
Rustic Trough, Rustic Bowl and Rustic Birdbath 
| Gift of: LongShadow  | www.longshadow.com 
| Pieces made in a restored barn in Southern 
Illinois using local, natural materials.

Garden Baskets | Gift of: Western Pulp Products 
| www.westernpulp.com | Pulp fi ber baskets 
made from recycled paper products that might 
have otherwise gone into the waste stream.

Cistern | Gift of: RainHarvest Systems  and 
Rotonics-Colorado | www.RainHarvest.com 
| www.rotonics.com | Rainwater collection 
systems conserve water and reduce storm 
water erosion. 

The Smart Home’s outdoor living spaces 
are an important element in the home’s overall 
sustainable design.  One of the keys to 
sustainable design is designing to use less—
less space, less energy, fewer materials—and 
blurring the line between the indoors and 
outdoors helps do just that. The home’s interior 
rooms “borrow” space from the outdoors so 
that they feel larger. Indoor and outdoor 
rooms open into each other to create one 
big, connected living space.  The roof decks 
maximize all of the outdoor space the home 
has to offer.  We’ve created still more livable 
outdoor spaces by utilizing the home’s exterior 
walls and trellises.  Sustainable design isn’t 
just about minimizing our impact on the 
environment, it’s also about enjoying it.

Four-Piece Sectional + Dining  Table| Gift of:  
Crate & Barrel | www.crateandbarrel.com | 
Furniture made of plantation-grown 
teak, supported by the Tropical Forest 
Trust (TFT)

Love Seat + Chairs | Gift of: Gloster | www.
gloster.com | Plantation teak is inherently 
more environmentally friendly than natural 
forest timber because no teak trees existed 
until the plantations were established and, 
due to their careful management, trees are 
constantly being planted at a rate that exceeds 
those being harvested.

Roof Decking | Origins 5/4 x 6, Color: 
Winchester grey | Gift of:  Trex | www.trex.com 
| Made of reclaimed plastic and scrap wood, 
which would otherwise be in a landfi ll.  
Maximizes outdoor spaces.

Global Sun Oven® | Gift of:  Sun Ovens 
International, Inc. | www.sunoven.com | 
Solar oven bakes, boils or steams food.  Keeps 
home cool in the summer by keeping cooking 
heat outside.

Roof Deck Supports and Ipê Wood Tiles 
| Gift of: Bison Desk Supports | www.
BisonDeckSupports.com | Constructed 
from select-cut Brazilian Ipê which has been 
harvested in an environmentally respon-sible 
method designed to preserve the economic 
viability of rain forest hardwoods.

Smart Park Area Lights | GE Evolve™ LED 
Area Lights | Gift of: GE Lighting | GELighting.
com | Advanced LED optical systems provide 
excellent area illumination with 30-60% less 
energy consumption.

Lechuza® Self-Watering Planters | Gift of: 
Lechuza | www.lechuza.com | A reservoir 
supplies plants with just the right amount of 
water; while an indicator shows when it is time 
to refi ll.  Saves water and allows your plants to 
thrive with minimal effort.

Cyl Outdoor Fireplace | Gift of: The Tile Gallery 
| www.tilegallerychicago.com | Runs on 
environmentally friendly denatured alcohol and is 
fully portable.

outdoor livingoutdoor livingoutdoor livingoutdoor living

Follow the development of the 

vegetable garden throughout 

the growing season at 

the Master Gardener 

Smart Home Garden Blog

web.extension.uiuc.edu/cook 
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eco-tips

Smart Design
Place furniture near natural light 
sources—working near the window 
means less need for electric lights.

In the summer, open windows for cross 
breezes, and install window and ceiling 
fans instead of cranking on the AC.  In 
the winter, change the direction of the 
ceiling fans to bring the warm air down.

Run-off can carry toxic chemicals 
into nearby lakes, river, and streams.  

Encourage rain and snow water to seep 
into the ground rather than wash away.  
Use permeable materials like gravel and 
woodchips for walkways and borders.

Harness the power of the sun.  Consider 
adding solar appliance charges, solar 
cookers and rooftop solar panels to 
your home.

Material Effi ciency
Recycle!  It’s really easy and 
makes a huge difference.  Visit 
www.illinoisrecycles.org to fi nd 
more recycling information.

If every American recycled the morning 
newspaper, 41,000 trees would be saved 
and 6 million tons of waste would stay 
out of landfi lls.

Recycling just one aluminum soda can 
save enough energy to power your TV 
for three hours.

The energy saved from recycling one 
glass bottle could power a 100-watt bulb 
for four hours!  

Plastic water bottles take 700 years to 
decompose in landfi lls.

If you are planning to purchase new 
materials for your home, consider 
bamboo, cork or natural linoleum 
fl ooring; FSC-certifi ed wood cabinets; 
recycled glass tiles; recycled paper 
countertops; and many other readily 
available, eco-friendly materials.

Bring your own cup to your favorite 
coffee shop, or if you are eating in, ask 
for a “for-here” mug.  It makes enjoying 
a hot brew so much more civilized. Plus, 
if you enjoy one cup a day, that’s 365 less 
cups in the landfi ll.  Tell a friend to do 
the same.  Watch the math!

Compost fruit and veggie scraps, 
paper scraps, coffee and tea grounds, 
eggshells and more.  It’s easy, saves 
garbage from the landfi ll and helps your 
garden grow!

Buy vintage/recycled clothing.  Many 
designers are creating hot new fashions 
with re-used and recycled materials 
Shop thrift shops.  Donate your gently 
used items.

Use your library card. Imagine ... all the 
books you can read for FREE!  Save 
money and paper.

Learn ways to leave a smaller eco-footprint inside and 
outside your home. Visit www.msichicago.org/smarthome for more!

Smart Design

outside your home. 
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Energy Effi ciency
In terms of energy effi ciency, micro-
waves are better than toaster ovens; 
toaster ovens are better than regular 
ovens and reduce cooking energy by as 
much as 80 percent. Unplug! Just keep-
ing your cellphone, TV, and DVD players 
plugged in wastes fi ve percent of all the 
energy Americans use each year.

Replace those traditional incandescent 
bulbs if you haven’t already.  You’ll save 140 
pounds of carbon emissions a year, and 
compact fl uorescents hardly ever need 
changing.  Or consider LED lighting as 
well, an even greener lighting option.

For each degree you turn down your 
thermostat in the winter, you save about 
one percent on what it costs to heat 
your home and you trim your carbon 
emissions.  Start by kicking it down a 
notch while you sleep and are away 
from the house.  Do more if you can.
Upgrade the old fridge or freezer in your 
basement (the one you use to stock up 
on beverages or sale items).  The one 

in your kitchen (if it’s less than 10 
years old) is probably not so bad, 
but the outdated one is a huge 
energy hog.

Water Effi ciency
If you do nothing else, do this.  Turn off 

the water when you brush your teeth to 
save around four gallons each person, 
each time.

Use the dishwasher (8.7 gallons per 
load) instead of hand-washing (as much 
as 20 gallons).  Be sure to use a full load 
and scrape instead of rinsing.  

Fix that leaky toilet or sink.  You may be 
losing as much as 200 gallons a day. 

If you must water the lawn, wait until night 
or early morning so it won’t evaporate 
during the heat of the day.  Use soaker 
hoses instead of traditional sprinklers 
for deeper saturation.  Give gardens and 
lawns a longer deeper drink, less often. 

Skip red meat occasionally.  It takes 
more water to produce one pound of 
beef than the average American uses in 
showers for an entire year.

Healthy Environment
Switch to natural cleaners that you can 
make yourself.  They are less expensive 
than store-bought, clean just as well 
and are safer for your family and pets.  

All you need is a ready supply of white 
vinegar, lemon juice, baking soda, borax 
and essential oils for fragrance.  

For the next paint job or home project, 
look for low- or no-VOC paints, thinners, 
carpet adhesives, etc.

Recycle hazardous waste and 
electronics appropriately.  Check www.
illinoisrecycles.org for more information.

Plant a tree.  Check for species native 
to your area.  One mature tree cleans up 
after 13 cars!

Ride public transportation.  Visit 
Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) trip 
planner at tripsweb.rtachicago.com.

in your kitchen (if it’s less than 10 
years old) is probably not so bad, 
but the outdated one is a huge 
energy hog.

Water Effi ciency
If you do nothing else, do this.  Turn off 

the water when you brush your teeth to 

and essential oils for fragrance.  
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glossary

Biodegradable A product or material 
made from plant or animal material that, 
after usage, is broken down quickly 
by other living organisms.  Eco-
tip: Biodegradable products are better for 
the environment compared to their plastic 
counterparts, and many biodegradable 
alternatives are now available such as 
plastic bags, servingware, etc.

Bioswale A pocket or indentation in the 
ground used to collect water that would 
otherwise run off into nearby streams, 
rivers and lakes.

Carbon Footprint The environmental 
impact we have depending on the choices 
we make such as raw-material selection, 
energy selection, transportation, etc.

CFL Compact fl uorescent light bulb.  Eco-
tip: In CFL bulbs, gas inside the bulb emits 
light when a chemical reaction takes 
place.  CFLs use 75 percent less energy 
than traditional (incandescent) bulbs and 
CFLs last up to 10 times longer.  

Compost The act of recycling organic 
materials for fertilizer.  Eco-tip: Instead 
of throwing away vegetable peels, coffee 
grounds, tea bags, eggshells and paper, 
these scraps can be composted along 
with lawn clippings, fall leaves, etc. 
into a rich soil supplement.  Visit www.
compostguide.com for more information.

Cradle-to-Cradle A term used to 
describe a material or product that is 
recycled into a new or similar product at 
the end of its intended life.  

Cradle-to-Grave A term used to describe 
a material or product that is dumped 
in a landfi ll or burned at the end of its 
intended life.

Emission The release of any gas, particle 
or vapor into the environment.

ENERGY STAR A U.S. government 
sponsored program designed to help 
consumers save money and energy.  
Eco-tip:  ENERGY STAR appliances, 
products and materials meet strict 
energy effi ciency guidelines and save you 
money.  Look for the ENERGY STAR label 
next time you buy an appliance!

Environmentally Friendly A term often 
used to designate a product or process 
that has a reduced carbon footprint when 
compared to other products or processes.

Fly Ash The leftover particles resulting 
from burning coal; often used as a fi ller 
material in concrete to cut down on raw 
material usage.

FSC Forest Stewardship Council is an 
international not-for-profi t organization 
that seeks to fi nd solutions to problems 
created by irresponsible forestry practices 
and to reward responsible forest 
management.  Eco-tip:  To become FSC 
certifi ed, companies must comply with 
the 10 Forest Management Principles.  
Log onto www.fsc.org to fi nd out more 
about the FSC principles.

Greenhouse Effect Rise in temperature 
that the Earth experiences because 
certain gases in the atmosphere trap 
energy from the sun.

Greenhouse Gases (GHG) Gases that 
trap heat in the atmosphere such as 
carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4) 
and nitrous oxide (N20).

Grey Water Post-bath or sink water used to 
fl ush toilets and for landscape watering.

LED Light emitting diode.  Eco-tip:  
Compared to traditional incandescent 
bulbs, LEDs are incredibly energy ef-
fi cient and can last up to a million hours.

Modular An architectural system in 
which separate components (like rooms) 
can be easily added or removed from the 
overall structure.
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Net Metering Programs that provide 
an incentive for customers to invest in 
renewable energy.  Customers can 
generate their own energy to offset 
consumption; meters turn backwards 
when energy generated exceeds 
electricity used.  Visit www.eere.energy.
gov for more information and state-by-
state availability.

Off-gassing The evaporation and release 
of chemicals from materials (often build-
ing and home furnishing materials) that 
lead to unhealthy indoor living environ-
ments.  For example, traditional paints, 
stains, carpets and fl ooring release toxic 
chemicals long after they are installed.  

Organic Products that are commonly 
produced without the use of pesticides, 
herbicides and other harmful chemicals.

Photovoltaic (PV) Cell or devices that 
directly convert sunlight into electricity.

Real-time Pricing A utility monitoring 
and billing structure whereby consumers 
are billed for the power they use on hourly 
market prices.  This structure enables 
consumers to use power during non-peak 
times to  save money.  ComEd currently 
offers this program to consumers.  

Renewable Energy Energy from sources 
that regenerate or reoccur such as wind 
or sunlight.

Sustainability Practice of making prod-
ucts or materials using resources that 
can be quickly replaced or replenished.

Urban Heat Island Effect The 
phenomenon whereby metropolitan 
areas are signifi cantly warmer than 
surrounding areas.  This temperature 
increase occurs because cities are 
composed of more artifi cial surfaces 
such as asphalt and concrete, and these 
materials easily absorb the sun’s heat, 
causing the temperature of the area 
to rise. 

VOCs Volatile organic compounds  
(VOCs) found in paints and carpet 
glue, are the leading cause of 
indoor air pollution.  Eco-tip: 
Look for no-VOC or low-VOC 
paints and other home 
products to decrease the 
amount of pollution inside 
your home.  Go to www.
epa.gov/iaq/voc.html to 
learn more 
about VOCs.

materials easily absorb the sun’s heat, 
causing the temperature of the area 

Volatile organic compounds  
(VOCs) found in paints and carpet 
glue, are the leading cause of 
indoor air pollution.  Eco-tip: 
Look for no-VOC or low-VOC 
paints and other home 
products to decrease the 
amount of pollution inside 
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Green + Wired Publications:
America from the Air: A Guide to the Landscape 
Along Your Route by Daniel Mathews, James S. 
Jackson

Farewell, My Subaru: An Epic Adventure in Local 
Living by Doug Fine

The Green Book:  The Everyday Guide to Saving 
the Planet One Simple Step at a Time by 
Elizabeth Rogers and Thomas M. Kostigen

Green, Greener, Greenest: A Practical Guide to 
Making Eco-Smart Choices a Part of Your Life by 
Lori Bongiorno

Green Living, E/The Environmental Magazine

Green Remodeling:  Changing the World One 
Room at a Time by David Johnston and 
Kim Master

Here Comes Everybody: The Power of Organizing 
Without Organizations by Clay Shirky

It’s Easy Being Green:  A Handbook for Earth-
Friendly Living by Crissy Trask

The Lazy Environmentalist by Josh Dorfman

Makers: All Kinds of People Making Amazing 
Things in Garages, Basements, and Backyards 
by Bob Parks

Prefab Green by Michelle Kaufmann

The Ten Most Beautiful Experiments by 
George Johnson

WIRED magazine
www.wired.com

Alternative Energy Resources
Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation
www.illinoiscleanenergy.org
American Solar Energy Society (ASES)
www.ases.org

American Wind Energy (AWEA)
www.awea.org

The Green Power Network
www.Eere.energy.gov/greenpower

Renewable Energy Access
www.Renewableenergyaccess.com

Eco-friendly Home Resources
Michelle Kaufmann
www.michellekaufmann.com

Find out how you can reduce your own energy 
bill by typing in your zipcode at ENERGY 
STAR’S Home Energy Saver Web site: 
hes.lbl.gov/hes 

National Geographic’s Green Guide
www.thegreenguide.com

Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED)
www.usgbc.org/LEED

Healthy House Institute
www.hhinst.com

ComEd
www.comed.com

ENERGY STAR®

www.energystar.gov

Midwest Living magazine | 
www.midwestliving.com

Gardening
A Taste of Gardening
www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/tog

My First Garden
www.urbanext.illinois.edu/fi rstgarden

Smart Home Garden Blog
Follow the development of the vegetable 
garden throughout the growing season
web.extension.uiuc.edu/cook

Container Gardening
www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/container
Chicago Home Composting
www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/homecomposting

The Green Gardener’s Guide by Joe Lamp’l

Government Agencies
Environmental Protection Agency and 
Departments of the Environment
www.epa.gov/wastewise, www.doe.gov

Public Transportation
Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) Trip planner 
tripsweb.rtachicago.com

Reading Green
Chicago Public Library
www.chipublib.org
Chicago Department of the Environment 
www.cityofchicago.org/Environment
Chicago Center for Green Technology
www.cityofchicago.org/Environment 
(click on the Chicago Green Tech icon)

eco-resources
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Healthy Living
American Lung Association, Health House
www.healthhouse.org

Shopping Green
Watch your eco-footprint shrink at the Smart 
Home’s Shop Earth (located in the Henry 
Crown Space Center).  Feel good about your 
green purchases, including organic cotton 
tee-shirts, recycled plastic fl owerpots, books 
about sustainable living and more!

For more extensive green resources (clothing 
and accessories, outdoor gear, travel, 
vehicles, energy alternatives, furniture and 
home décor, housecleaning, gardening, 
electronics, and much more!) visit 
www.lazyenvironmentalist.com.

Green Depot
A local one-stop shop for energy intelligent, 
environmentally sensitive and healthy building 
materials serving homeowners and the 
building and design community.
www.greendepot.com

Chicago’s Downtown Farmstand
66 E. Randolph Street, Chicago, IL 60602
www.chicagofarmstand.com

Recycling
www.illinoisrecycles.org and click on 
“E-cycling” for a list of collection sites 

www.earth911.org 

www.Chicagorecycling.org

Resale Shops
Resale and Outlet Guide
www.abstractpublishing.com/resale/
northsuburbs.html

Scout
www.scoutchicago.com

Room Service
www.roomservice-chicago.com 

Water
American Water Works Association (AWWA)
www.awwa.org

Environmental Protection Agency Offi ce 
of Water www.epa.gov/water

National Association of 
Regulatory Utility 
Commissioners
www.naruc.org

WaterAid America 
(providing healthy water to 
developing nations)
www.wateraid.org

United States Geological 
Survey (USGS)
water.usgs.gov

Wetlands International
www.wetlands.org

Xeriscape Colorado 
(drought-resistant 
gardening) 
www.xeriscape.org

 
Change the World, 
Start with ENERGY STAR®

“Change the World, Start with 
ENERGY STAR®” is a national 
campaign encouraging all 
Americans to join with millions of 
others and take small, individual 
steps that make a big difference in 
the fi ght against global warming. 
People can join GE and ENERGY 
STAR in this initiative by pledging 
to replace a standard incandescent 
bulb in their homes with an 
ENERGY STAR-qualifi ed CFL. The 
pledge can be found at energystar.
gov or at the pledge kiosk at the 
Smart Home exhibit entrance, 
located in the Henry Crown Space 
Center.Environmental Protection Agency Offi ce 

www.epa.gov/water

National Association of 
Regulatory Utility 

WaterAid America 
(providing healthy water to 
developing nations)
www.wateraid.org

United States Geological 

Wetlands International
www.wetlands.org

Xeriscape Colorado 
(drought-resistant 

www.xeriscape.org

Center.
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sponsors and partners

Sponsors
ComEd
ComEd is uniquely positioned to bring value to 
its customers and the communities it serves, 
particularly when it comes to saving energy 
and helping the environment. ComEd has 
been committed to environmental steward-
ship, being a valuable energy information 
provider. The utility’s energy effi ciency and 
education programs are part of Exelon 2020, 
the comprehensive corporate strategy of 
ComEd’s parent company, Exelon, to reduce, 
offset or displace more than 15 million metric 
tons of greenhouse gas emissions per year by 
2020. In June 2008, ComEd launched its Smart 
Ideas portfolio of energy effi ciency offerings, 
expected to save ComEd customers more than 
$155 million throughout the duration of the 
programs. Smart Ideas includes discounted 
CFL bulbs, weatherization initiatives, energy 
effi ciency curriculum for teachers, environmen-
tally responsible appliance recycling, and many 
more ways to help our customers reduce costs, 
save energy and help the environment. ComEd 
also continues to take steps to reduce its own 
carbon footprint, whether by operating the 
seventh largest fl eet of green vehicles in the 
nation, restoring Illinois’ prairies, or reducing 
the environmental impact of ComEd facilities.

Dominick’s
Dominick’s is proud to offer one of the most 
extensive lines of products certifi ed organic by 
the USDA. The brand, O Organics™, includes
more than 300 items available for breakfast, 
lunch, dinner and snacking. Dominick’s also 
offers Bright Green™ Earth-Friendly Household
Products. New Bright Green™ is an entire line 
of Earth-Friendly Household Products that have 
been thoughtfully created to work hard without
being hard on the environment. Dominick’s 
parent company, Safeway, is one of the leaders 
in renewable energy. By harnessing the power 
of renewable wind energy, Safeway reduced 

our carbon footprint by more than 142 million 
pounds of CO2. Aware of its responsibility
for managing paper and plastic waste, Safeway 
recycles nearly 500,000 tons of materials each 
year. That’s the equivalent of saving 8.5 million
trees.  In 2006 Safeway purchased 97 million 
kilowatt hours of wind energy.

Partners
Michelle Kaufmann 
Michelle Kaufmann is a nationally recognized 
leading architect specializing in sustainable, 
innovative, and smart buildings. Working under 
the belief that thoughtful, sustainable homes 
should be accessible to more people, Michelle 
works with off-site construction technology 
and creative design processes. The goal in all of 
her work is to make it easier for people to build 
beautifully green and live a more sustainable 
lifestyle. www.michellekaufmann.com

All American Homes®  
Smart Home: Green + Wired is a modular 
home built indoors by All American Homes of 
Decatur, Indiana. In this precision engineered 
and climate-controlled environment, All 
American is able to build homes 60 percent 
faster and in a more environmentally friendly 
way than traditional site-built construction. 
Waste is reduced because much of the lumber 
arrives precut, reducing the need to dispose 
of “cut offs” in the fi eld. Drywall scrap is 
trucked to local farmers to use in preparing 
soil for planting keeping it out of landfi lls. 
Sawdust is made available for use as livestock 
bedding. These and other effi ciencies in 
time and materials can yield signifi cant cost 
savings making homes more affordable. www.
allamericanhomes.com

Midwest Living
Midwest Living magazine (www.midwestliving.
com) published by Meredith Corporation 
(NYSE: MDP), is a regional publication that 

celebrates the richness of life in the Midwest. 
The magazine is dedicated to providing its 
readers with a wealth of region-specifi c 
information and inspiration, focusing on travel 
and events, food and dining, home and garden, 
and more. Midwest Living magazine, which 
reaches nearly 4 million readers, is published 
bi-monthly.

WIRED Magazine
WIRED is the fi rst word on how ideas and 
innovation are changing the world. Each 
month in the magazine and every day online, 
the editors deliver a glimpse into the future 
of business, culture, innovation and science. 
WIRED, published by Condé Nast has received 
three National Magazine Awards for general 
excellence (2005, 2007 and 2009) and was named 
Magazine of the Decade by Adweek (2009). In 
2009, Wired.com was named Best Magazine 
Website by Adweek, Best News, Business 
& Finance Website by MPA Digital, and took 
home six Webby Awards. WIRED magazine and 
Wired.com reach more than 14 million readers 
a month. 

University of Illinois Extension
The University of Illinois Extension Horticulture, 
Environmental and Green Educator’s assisted 
the Museum in transforming the Smart Home: 
Green + Wired into an eco-friendly oasis.  With 
the help of its Master Gardeners, University 
of Illinois Extension help guests create green 
spaces in their own lives. As the fl agship 
outreach of  University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, U of I Extension offers educational 
programs to residents of all of Illinois’ 102 
counties—and far beyond via its award-winning 
Web site.  Through learning partnerships like 
this, University of Illinois Extension helps 
people put knowledge to work.  Its educational 
programs aim to make life better, healthier, 
safer and more profi table for individuals and 
communities.  

Special thanks to Smart Home sponsors and partners
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3G Applied Technologies
ABC Supply
Accent Paint 
Acer
All American Homes®

All Tile, Inc,
American Lung Association
AMG Growers 
Arid Solutions Inc.
Art.com
Arteriors 
AS Painting and 

Decorating, Inc.
Automower
Bagasse Sugar Cane Paper 
Barefoot Design
Barrier Technology Company
Barrier Technology Company 
BCII
Beavercreek Nursery 
Bedrock Industries  
Benjamin Moore 
Bison Desk Supports
Blue Pearl Stone 
Boskke
Bower Natural Bedding
BRAMMO, Inc.
Brother Industries, Ltd
BSH Home Appliance 

Corporation 
California Closets
CB2 
Cembonit
Chamberlain
Charles P. Rogers Beds
Chicago Center for Green 

Technology
Chicago Department of 

Buildings 
Chicago Department of 

Cultural Affairs
Chicago Department of the 

Environment 
Chicago Public Library
Chicago Streets and 

Sanitation
Christy Webber Landscapes 

Citibot
Clauss Brothers, Inc. 
Clean Air Counts
Clopay Building Products
Cole & Sons
ComEd 
Comfort Pro Systems 
Concreteworks.
Craig Bergmann Landscape 

Design, Inc. 
Crate and Barrel
Crestwood Inc.Bedrock 

Industries 
Currie Technologies
Daltile Corporation
Davis Instruments Corp.
Deanna Wish Designs
Design Workshop, Inc.
Designed Stairs, Inc.
Diogen Lighting
DIY Network
dna11
Dominick’s
Duchossois Industries, Inc.
Dunn-Edwards 
Dyson
Earthbox 
Eco Smart Vision Fireplace
ecobee 
Ecopaper, Inc.
Ecoupled
ELT Easy Green, Inc
Exceptional Innovation
Feeney Architectural Products 
Fitbit, Inc. 
FLOR 
Fluke 
Fulton Innovation
Garage Mahal
Garnet Hill 
Gateway Computer
GE Lighting
Georgia-Pacifi c 
Gilasi 
Gloster 
Great Lakes Plumbing & 

Heating

Green Depot
Green Home Chicago
Greenbox Technology Inc. 
GreenGrid® by Weston 

Solutions, Inc.
Greg Pierceall 
GRO Horticultural 

Enterprises, Inc.
Grow Modern Kids
Heath/Zenith
Hoffi e Nursery 
Horigan Urban Forest 

Products, Inc.
HP All-in-one Printer
iCubed International
Icynene Insulation System® 
IGO
Illinois Clean Energy
InterfaceFLOR
Iona Group
iPort Music
Iron Woods
J.F. New Nursery
Jacobs/Ryan Associates
Jamo 
JFNew 
Kaneville Tree Farms, Inc.
Kirei 
Klip Bio Technologies, LLC 
Kohler 
Koncept Technologies, Inc.
Krause Taylor Association 
Lake Street Landscape 

Supply
Lasalle Bristol
Lechuza
Lee Industries, Inc. 
LEHR 
Lightology
LoggerHead Tools
LongShadow 
Longstreet Collection
Lucid Design Group
Lutron Electronics Co., Inc.
MAPEI Corporation 
Marco Polo
McNulty Design Group, Inc. 

Michelle Kaufmann 
Midwest Groundcovers
Midwest Living Magazine
Midwest Trading
MuleHide 
NanaWall Systems Inc.
National Door & Trim, Inc.
NatureMill
Nix 
Noon Solar
Norcon, Inc.
Northern Illinois Fire 

Sprinkler Advisory Board
NukeLight
Nuvo Technologies
Openlands Native Habitats 

Program
PaperStone™

Pella Windows and 
Doors, Inc.
Performance Engineering 

Group, Inc
Permaloc Corporation
Possibility Place
Prepara 
Product Creations Ltd.
Progress Lighting
Proven Winners
Rabbit Air 
Rain Harvest Systems
Ray Mickevicius
Renee’s Garden seeds
Roman Marble Import, Co.
Room & Board
Room Service Chicago
Roost 
Rotonics
Rotonics-Colorado 
Safeway
Samsung TV
Scout 
Seabrook Wallpaper
Silver Spring Networks 
Smarthome 
Snow Joe® 
Somfy Systems, Inc. 
Springs Window Fashions 

Squak Mountain Stone
Steelcase
Steelcase
Stray Dog Designs
Sun Ovens International, Inc
Sunforce Products
Tell Mfg.
Teragren® 
Terra Green Ceramics 
Terrazzo & Marble Supply
Terry Karpowicz 
The Land of Nod
The Old Wood Company 
The Planter’s Palette
The Tile Gallery
The Wind Turbine (Southwest 

Windpower Skystream)
Tiger Mountain 
Innovations, Inc
Tim Samuelson
Town and Country 

Landscape Supply
Trek Bicycle Corp.
Trex Decking
Twixwood Nursery
Two Hawks 
Two Hawks Studio
Ultraponics 
Uni-Solar 
Unilock
University of Illinois 

Extension
Vapro Shield
Vesta & Green Home 

Chicago 
Viva Terra   
Warmboard, Inc.
West Elm 
Western Pulp Products
Weston Solutions, Inc
Willco Wholesale Dist. Inc. 
WIRED magazine
Withings 
York Wallcoverings 

* list current as of 2/17/10

thank you

The Museum thanks the following companies and individuals for their support.
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57th Street and Lake Shore Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60637
www.msichicago.org

The Smart Home: Green + Wired resource guide 
was printed on paper that is FSC-certifi ed, 
and made from material that is 100 percent 
post-consumer recycled fi ber. By using this 
paper, we have:

• preserved 108 trees
• saved more than 45,000 gallons of wastewater
•  prevented the creation of 310 lbs of waterborne 

waste,  5,053 lbs of solid waste  and 9,950 lbs of 
greenhouse gases

• saved 76,160,000 BTUs of energy

 
Additionally, the paper was manufactured 
using wind power, which is equivalent to:

• saving 5 barrels fuel oil
• not driving 4,999 miles
• planting 344 trees


